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They are bold hunters, and in recent years have destroyed the numerous herds of
elephants which infested the mountain and ruined their harvests.

The Sontals are divided into tribes, under the rule of elected chiefs, who are
aided by a council of elders in the administration of public business. Their
number at the present time is calculated at eighty-five thousand.

The M&lers, who inhabit the higher parts of the Rajmahals, are very inferior
in physical and moral qualities to the Sontals, who, having been themselves
expelled from the plain by the Thibetian and Aryan races, have driven them into
the most inaccessible parts of the mountain.

We established our camp not far from a small Sontal village, and the inhabi-
tants speedily signalled to us the presence in the neighbourhood of several of the
animals we were in search of.

The months of April and May are, as I have before remarked, the most
favourable for tiger hunting. The intense heat which characterises this season
soon drying up the rivulets and pools of the forests, the tiger is forced to abandon
his winter quarters and to descend into the valleys for the purpose of quenching
his thirst at the wells or jhe'els of the villages. He then usually settles his abode
in some ravine full of underwood, in which he passes the day in sleep, and
which he does not quit until towards sunset, to choose his prey from among
the herds led to water. An adult tiger usually -kills an ox every four or five
days.

The village of Daragaum, near which we were encamped, had lost four oxen
in this manner during the last fortnight, carried off by two tigers who had
fraternally chosen for their residence a ravine distant about a mile therefrom.
The, shikaree, or chief hunter of the village, had indeed attempted to dislodge
them from their haunt, "but the want of trees in its vicinity had prevented him
from lying in wait, and he dared not to venture on foot among the thick under-
wood which surrounded the nullah. During the day we went with the shikaree
as far as the ravine to examine its approaches arid arrange our plan of attack.
It was a sort of wide hollow, with moderately steep slopes running down from a
wood, and its extreme end was intersected by some little pools of limpid water
shaded by thick groves of " wait-a-bit bush " and bamboos. It was here that the
two tigers were concealed. Having carefully examined the ground, we flaw that
no tree thereabouts was situated so as to favour the plan of a fixed ambush;
and, oii the other hand, to penetrate on foot amongst the underwood would have
been mad temerity. We therefore resolved to employ the two elephants we had
brought with us, and to attack the tigers the next morning.

Up to this time I had hunted tigers only by means of an ambush, or in a
battue, with the exception of one occasion at Nagoda; on which I accompanied

General B------- on the back of an elephant; for the latter system of hunting

demands a thorough acquaintance with the habits of this terrible feline animal,

" It is generally imagined," says Captain Forsyth in his remarkable work on
hunting in Central India; "that it is sufficient to mount an elephant and go into
the jungle where a tf.ger has been signalled, to be sure of finding him and killing
him; but this is a profound mistake. Several hunters mounted on elephants, and
beating in a line across the forest, may certainly meet with tigers in this way, and
slaughter them, especially if aided by a line of native beaters- But there is no
species of hunting in which a more thorough knowledge of the habits of the animal,